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to build a democratic Germany, but they crippled that democratic
Germany from the start. If the first actor in the tragedy of the
German Republic was the old regime, the second was the first
revolutionary government and the reason was the same inherent
repugnance to positive action and to the possession of a positive
policy.
The momentary result of the severity was good. It was approved
by the nation and it created confidence in the firmness of the
government; it is one of the tragedies of modern governments
that they can only be firm against an extreme Left minority. But
that was what the nation wanted at the moment, and the result
of the election on January 19 was a striking endorsement of
Ebert's action by the Left. The Majority Socialists polled no less
than 37-9 per cent of the total poll while the Independents polled
only 7-6 per cent. The result was also a striking victory for
bourgeois democracy. The old democratic coalition of war days,
Majority Socialists,, Progressives, now the Democrats, and the
Centrum polled the astonishing total of 76*1 per cent while all
the parties of the Right, the depressed supporters of the old
regime, polled only 10-3 per cent. But from the point of view of
the men who had conducted the long agitation against autocracy
it was a bitter tragedy. In the Assembly the two Socialist parties
came within thirty-six seats of an absolute majority, A united
party would almost certainly have got one. A Socialist state would
have been democratically established., a state on which no sus-
picion of counter-revolution could have rested. The fruits of the
revolution would not, as Eisner—now lying in a lonely neglected
grave the victim of counter-revolutionary assassination—had said
sadly, have been allowed to slip away and some of the worst com-
plications with the victorious enemy powers might well have been
avoided. A Socialist state would have been a guarantee against
Junkerdom; of a bourgeois democratic state, remembering the
democratic attitude of complete servility in the old days, the
French observer had some reason to report to his government on
the new government—the more things change in Germany the
more they are the same.
The Council of Commissaries lost no time at all in getting rid

